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5.2 Consistency with General Plan and Policies 
 
The Housing Element of the General Plan is one component of the City's overall long-range planning 
strategy. The California Government Code requires that the General Plan contain an integrated, consistent 
set of goals and policies. The Housing Element is, therefore, affected by policies contained in other 
elements of the General Plan. 
 
The Housing Element is most intricately related to the Land Use and Transportation (LUT) Element.The LUT 
Element sets the framework for development of housing by laying out the land designations for residential 
development and indicating the type and density permitted by the City. Working within this framework, the 
Housing Element identifies priority goals, objectives and program actions for the next five years that directly 
address the housing needs of Chula Vista’s existing and future residents. The policies contained in other 
elements of the General Plan affect many aspects of life that residents enjoy - the amount and variety of 
open space, the preservation of natural, historic and cultural resources, permitted noise levels in residential 
areas, and the safety of the residents in the event of a natural or man-made disaster. 
 
The Housing Element has been reviewed for consistency with the City's other General Plan Elements and 
the policies and programs in this Element reflect the policy direction contained in other parts of the General 
Plan (See Appendix F). As portions of the General Plan are amended in the future, this Housing Element 
will be reviewed to ensure that internal consistency is maintained. 
 ...  
5.3 Relationship to Other City Plans and Policies 
 
The Housing Element identifies priority goals, objectives, policies and action programs for the next five 
years that directly address the housing needs of Chula Vista. These are briefly described below and include 
the City's Municipal Code, Specific Plans, General Development Plans, Sectional Planning Area Plans, 
Precise Plans, and Redevelopment Plans and the Local Coastal Program Plan. 
 
5.3.1 Chula Vista Municipal Code 
 
The Chula Vista Municipal Code (CYMC) consists of all the regulatory and penal Ordinances and certain 
administrative Ordinances of the City, codified pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50022.1 through 
50022.8 and 50022.10 of the Government Code. The CYMC includes the City's Subdivision Ordinance and 
Zoning Ordinance, including the Growth Management Ordinance. 
 
Subdivision Ordinance 
The Subdivision Ordinance regulates the design, development and implementation of land division. It 
applies when a parcel is split into two or more parcels; a parcel is consolidated with one or more parcels; or 

 



the boundaries of two or more parcels are adjusted to change the size and/or configuration of the parcels. 
 
Zoning Ordinance 
The Zoning Ordinance is the primary tool for implementing the General Plan, and is designed to protect and 
promote the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, prosperity and general welfare of the people. It 
includes a zoning map designating various districts that are described in the text of the document and 
outlines the permitted, conditionally permitted, and prohibited uses for each zone district.  Finally, the Zoning 
Ordinance provides property development standards for each zone district and overall administrative and 
legislative procedures. 
 
5.3.2 Redevelopment Plans 
 
The adoption of Redevelopment Plans by cities is allowed by the State Legislature under the State of 
California's Community Redevelopment Law (CRL). Redevelopment Plans are intended to reverse 
deteriorating economic and physical conditions; redevelop blighted, underutilized, and vacant properties; 
improve infrastructure and public facilities; and produce revenues through the development of job 
generating properties. Because redevelopment projects must be in conformance with the General Plan, 
these plans are one of the more powerful means cities have to implement the goals and policies set forth in 
their General Plan. The City of Chula Vista has three Redevelopment Plans encompassing the 
redevelopment areas listed below. Redevelopment Plans are implemented through a variety of means, 
including large-small scale projects, as well as focused strategic plans, such as the Broadway Revitalization 
Strategy (December 2003). 

 Bayfront 
 Otay Valley Rd 
 Southwest 
 Town Centre I (Third Avenue Downtown) 
 Town Centre II (Chula Vista Center) 

 
5.3.3 Specific Plans 
 
Specific Plans are customized regulatory documents that provide focused guidance and regulations for a 
particular area. They generally include a land use plan, circulation plan, infrastructure plan, zoning 
classifications, development standards, design guidelines, phasing plan, financing plan and implementation 
plan. Chula Vista has eight approved Specific Plans, which are listed below. Additionally, a Specific Plan is 
being prepared for northwestern Chula Vista's Urban Core. 

 Bayfront Specific Plan 
 Mid-Bayfront Specific Plan 
 Gateway Specific Plan 
 Auto Park North Specific Plan 
 Bonita Glen Specific Plan 
 Bonita Gateway Specific Plan 
 Urban Core Specific Plan (under preparation) 

 
5.3.4 General Development Plans 
 
A General Development Plan (GDP) is a smaller scale version of a General Plan that typically addresses 



large, previously undeveloped areas of the City, such as those in eastern Chula Vista. It establishes general 
development parameters, including the distribution of land uses, vehicular circulation patterns, development 
densities, and an overall master planned community urban structure. A GDP is implemented by the adoption 
of a Sectional Planning Area (SPA) Plan. The City has six GDPs, which are discussed further in the Land 
Use and Transportation Element Section 10.0, East Area Plan, of this Element. GDPs must be in 
conformance with the General Plan. 
 
5.3.5 Sectional Planning Area Plans 
 
A Sectional Planning Area (SPA) Plan is a comprehensive master plan that addresses a portion of a 
planned community area. It is intended to implement the goals, objectives, and development parameters 
prescribed in the GDP. A SPA and GDP must be adopted as a prerequisite to develop land in a Planned 
Community (PC) Zone. 
 
A SPA consists of integrated guidelines and development standards that provide detail on the land use mix, 
design criteria, pedestrian and vehicular circulation pattern, open space, recreation, infrastructure 
requirements, and other components for the entire or portion of an adopted GDP. It is based on City 
regulations, guidelines, and policies; but once adopted, a SPA supersedes these documents, except where 
incorporated by reference. 
 
5.3.6 Precise Plans 
 
A Precise Plan is a zoning implementation tool that creates specific property development standards and 
design guidelines in combination with underlying zone standards to allow site design flexibility within areas 
zoned as a Precise Plan modifying district Precise Plan development standards and guidelines, adopted by 
Ordinance, can be tailored for a particular area through rezoning action. The Precise Plan is adopted 
through a discretional review process that establishes standards and guidelines affecting the property. 
 
5.3.7 Local Coastal Program 
 
A Local Coastal Program (LCP) is the planning tool used to carve out the shared partnership between the 
California Coastal Commission's (CCC) mandate to protect coastal resources, and local governments 
regulation of land use through its General Plan. An LCP includes a land use plan with land use 
classifications, types and densities of allowable development plus goals, objectives, and policies 
concerning development use of coastal resources. After an LCP is approved by the CCC, their permitting 
authority is delegated to the local government. It is not intended that the CCC and their permitting authority 
usurp local government. 
 
Chula Vista's Bayfront has an LCP, which contains the goal and objectives relating to coastal development. 
It is provided by the General Plan Land Use Diagram and the associated goals, objectives and policies that 
relate to coastal area. 
 
 
















































